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FORWARD TOGETHER:

A Reflection on the Impact of
the First 100 Days of the Trump
Administration on Low-income
Girls, Women and Families.

In the first 100 days of the Trump
Administration, it has become
increasingly clear that many of the
laws passed and legislation proposed
will have a detrimental impact
on vulnerable and marginalized
communities, including low-income
women and families.

According to the White House press office, the President has signed 30 executive
orders, used the Congressional Review Act 13 times to review and overturn
federal regulations that went into effect under the Obama Administration and
enacted 28 laws during the first 100 days of his Administration. These actions
include the revocation of the Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces Executive Order, a
measure that strengthens protections against workplace discrimination and
another order that, if it had gone into effect, would have limited immigration
and travel to the United States for targeted groups.
In addition to the legislative and executive branch actions that could create
barriers for women and girls, the Administration’s appointees do not have
a history of promoting women and girls. On January 31, 2017, the President
nominated 10th Circuit Federal Judge Neil Gorsuch to the U.S. Supreme
Court. In his rulings, Judge Gorsuch denied protections for pregnant women
and sided with corporations in their efforts to deny women access to the full
range of reproductive health care services. Judge Gorsuch was confirmed to
the highest court in the land on April 7, 2017.
From high rates of poverty to food insecurity to disproportionately high
rates of unemployment compared to other groups of women, low-income
girls, women and families face multiple barriers to building their longterm economic security and accessing opportunity. As such, in this current
political moment, it will be critical to work across communities to ensure
that policies enacted at the federal level do not have a disproportionate
impact on these populations.
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Here’s a review of some of the acts, orders and legislation
proposed or passed during this Administration’s first
100 days that have a disproportionate impact on lowincome women, families and communities:

Reproductive Rights and Family Planning

The Affordable Care Act & Medicaid

On January 24, 2017, four days after being sworn in, President
Trump issued an executive order that reinstated and expanded
the Global Gag Rule or the Mexico City policy. This rule prevents
international family planning agencies from being able to
provide the full range of reproductive health services to women.
The executive order expanded the policy by applying it to all
“global health assistance furnished by all U.S. departments or
agencies”—encompassing an estimated $9.5 billion in foreign
aid.

On March 6, 2017, House Speaker Paul Ryan introduced the
American Health Care Act (AHCA), intended to repeal and replace
the Affordable Care Act. The proposed legislation was pulled from
the House floor when it was clear that there were not enough
votes to pass the bill. House Republicans are currently drafting
amendments to the proposed AHCA legislation with the intention
of repealing and replacing the ACA.
While it is unclear what changes will be made to the AHCA
legislation to garner enough votes for passage, based on the report
by the Congressional Budget Office, the proposed legislation would
have left an additional 24 million Americans without insurance
by 2026 and would have prohibited federal funding for Planned
Parenthood for one year beginning with the enactment of the law.

Related to international support for family planning services,
the administration also eliminated funding to the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). For next year, support from the U.S.
accounts for seven percent of the UNFPA budget, and impacts
more than one million women worldwide.

On April 18, 2017, the administration also issued a final rule that
requires individuals without employer provided insurance to pay
all past due balances before purchasing insurance. This rule does
not have any hardship exemptions or take into account loss of
income or other mitigating factors. Also, the window to enroll in
health plans has also been shortened to six weeks, down from
three months under the Affordable Care Act. When combined with
the repeal of Title X rule, these proposed changes significantly
impact low-income women and families.

On April 13, 2017, the President used the Congressional Review
Act to give Congress the authority to review and ultimately repeal
a rule that went into effect under the Obama Administration that
prevented states from withholding federal Title X funds from clinics
and healthcare facilities that offer the full range of reproductive
health care services, including Planned Parenthood. The new
measure cleared Congress last month with Vice President Mike
Pence casting the tiebreaking vote in the Senate.
This repeal of this rule will have a disproportionate impact on
clinics and facilities serving low-income women because Title
X grants provide care for over four million people, 80 percent of
whom are women below the federal poverty line and close to half
of whom are Black (21 percent) and Latina (32 percent).
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Immigration Reform
There has not been any legislation that provides amnesty or a realized
pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. Instead,
immigrant rights advocates at all levels of government are pushing
back on legislation and efforts to deport millions of undocumented
immigrants and erect a wall between the U.S. and Mexico.
On March 6, 2017, the President signed a revised executive order,
which bans individuals from several countries from traveling to the
United States. The order, which took effect on March 16, 2017, starts
a 90-day period for the Department of Homeland Security to review
and define new criteria for individuals to enter the U.S. refugee and
resettlement programs.
During the first 100 days of this administration immigration arrests
have risen by 32.6 percent. While this percentage includes both
those undocumented individuals with and without criminal records,
close to 25 percent more arrests were made from January through
mid-March of 2017 than the same period the previous year, with
21,362 arrests compared to 16,104. During this same period, the
number of arrests of immigrants with no criminal record doubled to
5,441, up from 2,278 in 2016.
Sanctuary cities have also come under-fire under the Trump
Administration. Nationwide, there are 39 cities and 364 counties
that purport to be sanctuary cities or localities. Since the President’s
election, cities such as Chicago and Washington, D.C. and states
such as California and New York have continued to assert
themselves as sanctuary cities and states. They have also begun
to prepare for legal battles to protect undocumented immigrants
from deportation. The administration has issued an executive order
stating those sanctuary cities that do not comply with the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) regulations will lose
federal funding. On April 25, 2017, San Francisco, California Judge
William H. Orrick of the United States District Court temporarily
blocked the order. Media reports and advocates have depicted
increased ICE raids in particular localities, and advocates have
said that these raids has led to a sharp drop in reports from Latinas
of sexual assault and other crimes.
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Equal Pay and Discrimination Enforcement
In 2014, President Obama signed the Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces executive order. The Order required companies receiving federal
contracts to comply with 14 different labor and civil rights laws, including ones aimed at protecting parental leave, preventing discrimination
against women and minorities, ensuring equal pay for women and fair processes surrounding workplace sexual harassment allegations.
On March 6, 2017, the President revoked this order, leaving workers at thousands of companies much more vulnerable to a host of abuses
from their employers—and undoing protections meant to create more equitable workplaces for women.

Education Policy & Reform
The President’s appointment of Betsy Devos Secretary of Education could have a devastating impact on the education system in the U.S.,
including access to affordable quality higher education for low-income students. Additionally, the administration’s proposed budget would
cut 13 percent of the U.S. Department of Education’s funding, or $9 billion, and provide $1.4 billion in new funding to promote school
choice, including private school vouchers. In a recent report, it was found that participation for low-income families in the DC Voucher
program had a statistically significant negative impact on math achievement and did not produce a statistically significant impact on
parents’ or students’ general satisfaction.
On February 22, 2017, the President also rescinded Obama-era protections for transgender students in public schools that permitted
them to use bathrooms and facilities corresponding with their gender identity.

Poverty and the Social Safety Net
The President’s budget, entitled “America First,” proposes deep cuts in vital and
often lifesaving programs for the most vulnerable in our society.
The budget proposes to cut funding for 19 agencies across the federal government.
With the proposed cuts in federal funding for safety net programs, there is a trickle
down affect for local agencies serving low-income girls, women, and families. These
agencies are faced with having to serve the same, if not more, people with less funding,
leaving many women and families with few places to turn for necessary supports.

For the past 100 days, The Women’s Foundation has issued 100 local action items to encourage and support women and women’s issues.
There has been a movement, of women raising their voices and taking action. There is still work to be done to ensure that previous gains
made are not unraveled or long ago wins reversed. As we move forward, we should work diligently at the local, state, and federal levels
to ensure that low-income girls, women and families have everything they need to achieve long-term economic security, are safe and are
able to access opportunity.
Join Washington Area Women’s Foundation in following these issues and support us as we continue investing in women and girls, creating
a community where all thrive.
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